
“When Hitler stole pink rabbit“ is a heart-warming novel, about a 

girl, who has to live as an refugee and struggles with her new 

life, during the second world war. 

A little girl on the run 

“When Hitler stole pink rabbit”, written by Judith Kerr, is a very readable novel about 

a girl named Anna. The book is based on a true story. Anna has to live as a refugee 

with her family and escapes to Switzerland and France, because of the Second 

World War. The family struggles with their new life, especially because they used to 

live in prosperity.  

Anna and her brother Max have a pretty careless childhood in Berlin, living in a big 

house with their parents and their nanny, Heimpi. Anna likes to go to school and 

enjoys her life as a child. She often plays with her very big games collection or with 

her friends outside. Anna`s father is a famous author, earning much money. 

Someday her father suffers from a simple flu. Shortly afterwards her parents tell Anna 

that her father has to travel to Switzerland, because his passport could be taken 

away by the new government. Anna wonders what he is doing there and why she 

isn’t allowed to tell anyone, not even her friends. Her mother explains that the 

government doesn’t like the opinion of her dads texts. Luckily her dad was warned by 

a policeman. A few days later, their mother tell Anna and Max that they have to follow 

their dad to Switzerland, because their passports might get taken away, too and that 

would be bad, because with out them they cannot leave Germany anymore. So 

Anna, Max and their mother go on a long journey. Finally they arrive in Switzerland, 

reunited with their father. Shortly after the family left Germany they get the news that 

all they belongings got taken away by the Nazis, also Anna's beloved pink bunny. It 

takes some time for Anna to get used to the kids at school and the new living 

situation in an Inn at Lake Zürich. Another change she notices is the financial 

situation. Her father barely gets a job and the family has to change their lifestyle. 

From time to time the parents talk about moving to France. One day Anna isn’t 

allowed to play with children from Germany, who are on holiday at the Inn, because 

she is Jewish. As a result the family decides to move to Paris. Anna is scared 

learning a new language and about living in a foreign country. The new flat is even 

smaller and her clothes get very small, too. Her dad tries to get a job at a German 

newspaper, but gets paid badly and irregularly. Even though the family is having a 

rough time they stick together and manage their life. Anna and Max are good at 

school and learn to speak French, they even find some friends. Unfortunately there 

are still the financial problems, so the parents decide to try their luck again in the UK. 

Anna is worried about this decision, but in the end she realizes, as long as she has 

her family, a good life is possible. 

In my opinion, Judith Kerr wrote an extremely heart-warming book. She tells her own 

story, in a way everybody can understand it. The fact that she experienced life as a 

refugee by herself, during the Second World War, makes the story even more 



credible. I think the way the little girl tells the story lets the reader experience the war 

from a different view. I can recommend the book to everyone, because it is written for 

young and old and its a quickly gripping story. 
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